
APA Citation Style: American Psychological Association 
 
    When using APA Citation style within the text, write the author’s last name, the date in 
parentheses directly after the quote.  This will refer the reader to the reference list at the end of 
the paper. In the reference list, capitalize only the first word of the title not each word in the title.  
If the information regarding a title goes over one line, the following lines for that title 
should be indented by five spaces.  Use the Publication Manual of the American Psychological 
Association (call # REF BF76.7 .P83 2001) for citing other materials that are not included on this 
page. 
 
BOOK  
 
Basic Form: Author/editor. (Date of publication). Book title (edition). Place of         
       publication: Publisher.  
 
Example: Attenborough, D. (1984). The living planet: A portrait of the earth (2nd ed.). 
                      Boston: Little, Brown, & Co.  
             
ARTICLES IN PRINT  
     
Basic Form: Article authors. (Date of publication). Article title. Periodical Title, Volume 

     (Issue), Page #s. 
             
Example: Bogart, G. (1991). The use of meditation in psychotherapy. American                  
       Journal of Psychotherapy, 45(2), 383-412.  
     
ARTICLES FROM ELECTRONIC DATABASES  
 
Basic Form: Article authors. (Date of Publication). Article title. Periodical Title, Volume  
                        (Issue), Page Numbers. Retrieved on [date retrieved] from [Name of  
                        Database] database. 
             
Example: Schneiderman, R.A. (1997). Librarians can make sense of the Net. San Antonio 

     Business Journal, 11 (31), pp. 58+. Retrieved on June 20, 2002 from Gale’s  
     InfoTrac OneFile database. 

             
A SPECIFIC DOCUMENT ON A WEB SITE  
 
Basic form: Author. (Date of Publication). Web site title. Retreived on [the date retrieved],   

     from [URL, Electronic address for the Webpage]  
 
Example: Ross, D. (1999, November 19). Electronic reference formats. Retrieved on 

     July 19, 2002 from http://www.apa.org/journals/webref.html  
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